HISTORY OF PATH PROJECT – Planning Accord for Tug Hill
 In the late 1980’s the Development Authority of the North Country announced the development of a regional landfill in the Town of Rodman.  This was a Town of about 800-1,000 residents, not enough to fight off such a development by a State Agency created to facilitate the expansion of Fort Drum for the new home of the 10th Mountain Division.

The site chosen is up gradient from the Tug Hill Aquifer which is fed by tributaries of Sandy Creek some of which run from this proposed site.  The community and people from all around Tug Hill came forward in protest, supporting a group of Rodman residents called Pure Water for Life.  That organization became known as an environmental organization opposed to the placement of any landfill in proximity to the Tug Hill Aquifer. 

Ultimately this group approached the Tug Hill Commission for assistance in fighting this proposal on many issues including water, wildlife and preserving the quality of life in the Town of Rodman and surrounding Towns.

In September of 1989 an Ad Hoc Committee was authorized by the CTHC’s full Council Consisting of Bernie Metott, Howard Leitner, George Bibbins, Roger Tibbetts, Charles Valentine, and Gene Norrs to look over initial information and report back to the Council.  At the January 25, 1990 meeting the Ad Hoc Committee became the PATH Steering Committee, consisting of the same members.  The PATH Committee approved to invite Kathy Gallo and Carolyn Lambie to a meeting in May of 1990 and the Council added them to the Steering Committee at their June 14, 1990 meeting.  

The existence of the Tug Hill Council and its Executive Committee facilitated some 24 meetings in 3 months deciding on what was to be done to prevent this type of development on Tug Hill.  As a result the PATH Project was developed and passed by every Town in the Council with unanimous support.  Of course at the time there was other adverse development proposed on the Hill like a tire burning facility, and nuclear waste disposal, etc.
The idea behind PATH was to alert Government Agencies of a comprehensive plan to preserve a special area in New York State which has a large land area with few year around residents by requiring them to approach local governments to review their plans and see if they are conducive to local planning.  Also significant was the issue of setting aside Special Areas on the Hill which were environmentally sensitive by local interpretation.  There followed local laws, zoning, and planning to consistently and accurately describe and preserve these Special Areas.

The belief was that if a government agency was to look for a location for adverse development they would see what was in place and look elsewhere thereby protecting Tug Hill from such development and helping to maintain the nature of Tug Hill and also to facilitate local industries like forestry, tourism, green space and general quality of rural life as we know it.  To date no other adverse development has taken place on Tug Hill except for a County landfill in the Town of Ava and it could be the result of PATH awareness.
The dedicated founders of PATH were the sitting Executive Committee: Chairman George Bibbins, Vice Chairman Bernie Metott and Secretary Howard Leitner, assisted by Leigh Andrews, Circuit Rider; Jane Jones, Assoc. Circuit Rider; Gene Norrs from the Town of Lewis and 2 individuals appointed by the Town of Rodman: Charles Valentine and Roger Tibbetts; with the later addition of Kathy Gallo and Carolyn Lambie.
The PATH legislation titled the “Tug Hill Reserve Act” was passed into State Law in 1992 and the PATH Steering Committee was dissolved at the January 28, 1993 Council meeting after successfully completing its mission.

