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CTHC Fall Dinner Meeting Minutes 09/28/2017

     The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman R. Tibbetts.  Roll Call of Towns showed 12 towns and no villages in attendance for the meeting with representatives from Boylston, Harrisburg, Lewis, Leyden, Martinsburg, Montague, Osceola, Redfield, Rodman, Turin, West Turin and Worth present. Also present as guests were two of the Tug Hill Commissioners, five members of the Tug Hill staff, and fourteen other guests for a total attendance of 42 people.  Introductions followed roll call.

Minutes:  The minutes of the April 27, 2017 spring meeting were reviewed (see attached).  A motion was made by T. Thisse (Martinsburg) and seconded by D. Zagurski (Lewis) to accept the minutes as presented.  All were in favor.

Reports: Financial Report – A copy of the Financial Report as of September 26, 2017 was presented by Chairman R. Tibbetts (Rodman) for review by members (see attached).  Year-to-Date Carryover: $44,688.85; Receipts to Date: $9,688.48; Distributions to Date: $5,576.98; Current Net Funds Available: $48,800.35.  Following review a motion was made by D. Dietrich (Martinsburg) and seconded by E. Hayes (West Turin) to accept the report as presented.  All were in favor.  The projected dues statement was also reviewed (see attached).

2018 Budget:  The proposed 2018 budget was presented by Chairman R. Tibbetts (Rodman)(see attached).  The budget showed an increase in the Associate Coordinator line of $700, a decrease in the telephone line of $400, and increase in the Fiscal Officer line of $100 and a decrease in the Website line of $150.  The increase in the Associate line will help cover the cost of mileage for Coordinator A. Kimball, which the Executive Committee would like to recommend the Council take over from the Tug Hill Commission.  The other increase in the Fiscal Officer line would provide a small raise to Terry Dack who is the Council’s “book keeper” for the Fiscal Agent, the Town of Rodman.  The total budget will remain at $12,500 the same level as 2017’s budget.  A motion was made by T. Yerdon (Redfield) and seconded by M. Findlay (Osceola) to accept the budget as presented.  All were in favor.   

At this point at 7:08 pm the meeting was recessed for dinner.  The meeting reconvened at 7:48 pm and the agenda continued.

Speakers:  Jenny Briot – Ms. Briot from Avangrid spoke first about the Roaring Brook, Deer River and Mad River wind projects that their company is involved in.  She gave an update of each projects current status and a hand out about each project (see attached).  She reported that Roaring Brook is the farthest along, with anticipated construction in late 2018/early 2019 and that this project pre-dates the Article 10 process.  Deer River is at the Preliminary Scoping Statement phase of the Article 10 process, and they expect to file an application in the spring of 2018, with proposed construction late 2019/early 2020.  Mad River is at the Public Involvement Plan phase and they are still working on their interconnection plans.  Proposed construction presently is late 2020 or 2021.  She also spoke about Fort drum concerns and that they are working closely with them, the FAA, the National Weather Service etc. on concerns.  Several questions were asked including about the size of the power lines available currently near the Mad River project, about the type of turbines they are looking at, and if all of the necessary land owners have signed on for the Deer River project.  
                    Marguerite Wells – Following Ms. Briot’s presentation Ms. Wells spoke about the Number 3 project.  They anticipate filing their application in the Article 10 process next month.  She discussed the possible layout of the project and the types of turbines they are looking at.  She also addressed the Fort drum concerns and that they are also working with the Fort on mitigation of the issues.  There were no more questions following her presentation.
 
Tug Hill Commission Topics:
Updated Resource Management Plan- M. Johnson (THC) spoke about the work done by the intern Robbie Fredericks who worked on the update project and who the Council paid half of the cost for.  The original Resource Management Plan (RMP) was done in 1976 and included demographic information, land use stats, maps and policy statements etc.  It was used by the original nine CTHC towns to guide their original zoning laws and served as a joint comprehensive plan.  In 2006 the Council had an update of the plan done, which updated the demographic information.  This summer R. Fredericks, our intern did the update on the demographic work again.  It shows comparisons between our towns as well as between our towns and the state averages in population trends, aging of populations, housing trends, economic and financial data, road data, budget data, school district data and land use data.  Towns with zoning laws need comprehensive plans and this operates in conjunction of any existing town plans and acts as a comprehensive plan for towns without one.  Anyone who wants a plan tailored to their town, the Commission will work with them to do a separate comp plan.  The new RMP update is posted on the CTHC website. 
Minimum Maintenance Roads – K. Malinowski (THC) started by thanking T. Thisse(Martinsburg), E. Hayes (West Turin), V. Moore (Lorraine), P. Pratt (Redfield) and D. Leuenberger (Florence) who went to Albany in May with Commission staff to try and bring attention to this issue.  She felt that we had made some headway with our Legislators.  The group met with Senator Griffo, Assemblyman Brindisi and several members of the Assembly Transportation Committee.  Unfortunately the bill once again did not get out of the Transportation Committee in the Assembly.  They have some ideas for next year, which may be able to get things to move.  Additionally one Assembly Chair has retired so committee assignments may shift some, which might put a new Chairman on the Transportation Committee.  A question was asked about a statewide bill vs. county bills, and she reported that she had met with Assemblyman Blankenbush last week and he is looking at the issue and the pros and cons of each.  She also met with Bill Farber with the Hamilton County Board of Supervisors and he had some good advice.  Another comment was made about the Assembly sponsor, Assemblywoman Gunther, not really pushing the bill and the possibility that we need a new sponsor for whom the bill is a higher priority.       
       
     Commission Updates – K. Malinowski (THC) reported that they have gotten 2 new Commissioners appointed, Gerry Ritter and Bill Scriber, and that they now have a vacancy due to Ken Vigus’s passing.  She also passed along the date of the THC Annual meeting of 11/2 in Boonville at the VFW and reported that the Local Government Conference will stay in March due to scheduling at JCC.  The date will be 3/29 and they are working on the program now.  She also reported that RACOG Circuit Rider Kathy Amyot will be retiring next month and Mickey Dietrich from the Commission staff will be taking over that position and still working on GIS as well until they are able to fill any of these vacant positions.  Finally, she reported that the 480b proposal to replace the existing 480a Forest Tax exemption hasn’t gone through as yet.  It is expected to be re-proposed in 2018 and may have some changes to the last proposal. 
 
Old Business:  Village Invitations – A. Kimball (Circuit Rider) reported that the Villages of Lyons Falls and Port Leyden have joined the Council.  Neither Mayor could be present for tonight’s meeting, but hopefully they will be able to attend a future meeting and be introduced.  A. Kimball (Circuit Rider) will be going to Constableville and the Village of Turin this fall to speak to them about joining.  
                            IMA Renewal – The proposed changes to the CTHC IMA were reviewed again (see attached).  A motion was made to accept the amended CTHC IMA by J. Nichols (Worth) and seconded by M. Findlay (Osceola).  All were in favor.
                             Website Updates – special areas mapping – A. Kimball (Circuit Rider) reported that the password protection has been removed from the old Special Areas map on the website.  She will be working with M. Dietrich (THC) to get the link to the Commission’s map viewer up on the website so people can access the newer maps. 
                               Any other old business - None 

New Business:   Special Areas Update and Approval of Osceola’s map – An update of the status of the special areas maps was given.  Only two towns are left to begin the update process and they will be started soon.  Osceola’s locally approved map was presented to the Council.  A motion was made by D. Dietrich (Martinsburg) to approve the resolution accepting Osceola’s Special Areas map and adding it to the regional map (see attached), seconded by C. Bauer (Redfield).  All were in favor.
                              Any other new business - none 

Supervisor’s Topics:  T. Thisse (Martinsburg) spoke about the minimum maintenance road issue and how important it is to our communities.  He said he was sure that there would be another trip to Albany next session and that our local officials should go and make their voices heard. 

With no other business before the Council, a motion was made at 8:47 pm by J. Nichols (Worth) and seconded by R. Tibbetts (Rodman) to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor. 
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