	Member Communities
	Towns of
Boylston
Florence
Harrisburg
Lewis
Leyden
Lorraine
Martinsburg
Montague
Osceola
Pinckney
Redfield

	Rodman
Turin
West Turin
Williamstown
Worth

Nonmember Villages of
Constableville
Lyons Falls
Port Leyden
Turin


Website:  tughillcouncil.com
	[image: ]
	Executive Committee
ROGER TIBBETTS, Chair
DOUGLAS DIETRICH, Vice Chair
CARLA BAUER, Secretary
IAN KLINGBAIL, Director
STEPHEN BERNAT, Director
ROSALIE WHITE, Director
PAULETTE SKINNER, Director

Contact: Angie Kimball, Circuit Rider
PO Box 34, Redfield NY, 13437
Email: angela@tughill.org
Cell   315-480-6857
Home 315-599-8825




CTHC Fall Dinner Meeting Minutes 09/17/2015

     The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman R. Tibbetts.  Roll Call of Towns showed 13 towns in attendance for the meeting with representatives from Boylston, Harrisburg, Lewis, Leyden, Lorraine, Martinsburg, Osceola, Pinckney, Redfield, Rodman, Turin, West Turin and Worth present. Also present as guests were two of the Tug Hill Commissioners, two members of the Tug Hill staff, and ten other guests for a total attendance of 34 people.  Introductions followed roll call.

Minutes:  The minutes of the April 30, 2015 spring meeting were reviewed (see attached).  A motion was made by D. Dietrich (Martinsburg) and seconded by G. Stinson (Rodman) to accept the minutes as presented.  All were in favor.

Reports: Financial Report – Chairman Tibbetts reported that Terry Dack our Financial Agent had a heart attack recently, so he did not have a current financial report to present.  A copy of the Financial Report as of June 26, 2015 was presented by Chairman R. Tibbetts (Rodman) for review by members as the most recent report he had (see attached).  Year-to-Date Carryover: $42,027.36; Receipts to Date: $7,825.89; Distributions to Date: $3,116.83; Current Net Funds Available: $46,736.42.  Following review a motion was made by R. White (Leyden) and seconded by E. Hayes (West Turin) to accept the report as presented.  All were in favor.  

Budget:  Chairman Tibbetts reported in addition to the health issues of Terry Dack, his own computer had crashed and he was unable to access his proposed budget for 2016.  He reported that there were no changes to any budget items from the 2015 budget (see 2015 budget attached).  Chairman Tibbetts also reported that after review of the budget, the Executive Committee has decided to increase the salary of the Associate Circuit Riders from $17 per hour to $18 per hour, but that this did not call for an increase in the budget line.  A motion was made to approve the 2016 budget with the same budget figures as the 2015 budget by V. Moore (Lorraine) and seconded by F. Yerdon (Osceola).  All were in favor.  At this point at 7:05 pm the meeting was temporarily recessed for dinner.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:35 pm.

Tug Hill Commission Topics:
Special Areas – The completed and Town approved map for the Town of Worth was presented to the Council.  A Resolution for Local Reserve Plan Amendment and Filing and the necessary Short Environmental Assessment Form were presented to the Council and upon a motion by D. Dietrich (Martinsburg) and a seconded by G. Stinson (Rodman) the resolution was approved as presented (see attachment).  Additionally, an update on the status of the other town’s progress was presented by P. Street (THC).  Boylston and Turin remain the only towns who haven’t started the process yet and Osceola, Leyden and Pinckney are somewhere in the process.  
Highway Mapping – An update of the Highway Mapping project was presented to the Council by P. Street (THC).  Currently Boylston is the only town who has not approved their official map.  Work is continuing to complete this project hopefully soon.  Some of the towns are working on the minimum maintenance roads process.   
Executive Director Search – P. Street (THC) reported that the Commission’s former Executive Director, John Bartow had retired and the Commissioners have begun the search for a replacement.  The Commissioners will be meeting 9/21 and will be discussing the process and applications for the position are due in by 10/12/15.    
Tug Hill Broadband - K. Malinowski (THC) discussed the process for selecting the towns to survey.  They consulted with DANC and after fieldwork determined that Rodman, Turin and Harrisburg were the best three to survey currently.  1,097 surveys were sent out and some are still coming back.  The draft results were presented to the attendees (see attached).  DANC is also looking at some new technology which is being utilized in St. Lawrence County.  It is hoped that if the proposed Broadband Initiative money spoken of by the Governor is available for disbursement that we will have some towns in a position to apply for funding.     
Tug Hill Traverse - K. Malinowski (THC) discussed the Tug Hill Traverse project (which is the proposed long-distance hiking trail across Tug Hill).  The Commission is working on the lay-out and working with the DEC to amend the forest plan to include the trail.  There is a possibility that some field work could be done this winter.  More information will be available as the project moves along. 
Venerable Folks of Tug Hill – The project will be documenting the lives of these folks through interviews, pictures and portraits to make a traveling exhibit.  TAUNY is doing interviews now.  The Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust dinner next month will be the unveiling of the first five portraits done by Loretta Lipkowski.

Old Business:  Discussion of Village Membership – We sent letters to the Villages and invitations to this meeting and none of them responded.  We will hold off for now and wait for them to approach us.  It was discussed that possibly Chairman Tibbetts would call the Villages.   
                           Town Information Study – An update of the status of the Town Information survey was given.  Currently 13 of 16 towns’ surveys have been received.  We are awaiting the information from Boylston, Lewis and Pinckney.  We will have the results ready by the spring meeting.

New Business:   Fall Legislators Meeting -   Both of the Senators have a conflict, which was just recently learned.  The meeting will be scheduled for next year.  

Speaker: Norm Wallace-NOCA and Camden Ambulance - Mr. Wallace spoke about the history behind the Camden Ambulance and the Towns of Osceola and Florence Certificate of Need situation.  He outlined the process that the Towns and the Ambulance had to go through to complete the approval to receive a new Certificate of Need.  He also spoke briefly to the process to keep a current Certificate of Need and the costs associated with the filing process.  

Supervisor’s Topics:  G. Stinson (Rodman) gave a report about a manure lagoon that is going in on a parcel in Rodman.  The people aren’t required to notify the town of their plans to install one of these.  There are Right to Farm Laws which can cover the farmer.   The Commission will try and get some training set up on the subject.
                                       F. Yerdon (Osceola) reported that his Highway Superintendent had spoken to a State DOT rep. about the CHIPs program.  He said that the State is doing a complete GIS mapping of the State and Osceola has lost mileage, as has the County.  This could affect the money they receive from the CHIPs program.  The Commission will ask M. Dietrich, the GIS Specialist at the Commission and see if he has heard anything about this process.  

With no other business before the Council, a motion was made at 8:25 pm by R. Tibbetts (Rodman) and seconded by M. Yerdon (THC/Redfield) to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor. 

image1.png




