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From the Local PerspectiveFrom the Local Perspective



Moose on the LooseMoose on the Loose



Tour of Wind Farms Tour of Wind Farms 

SearsburgSearsburg, Vermont in February 2000, Vermont in February 2000
Madison, NY in October 2000Madison, NY in October 2000
FennerFenner, NY in 2002, NY in 2002
Met with local officials and landowners at Met with local officials and landowners at 
each of these projects to learn about the farms each of these projects to learn about the farms 
and lessons learnedand lessons learned





Zoning Law AmendmentsZoning Law Amendments

Each town approached in a different mannerEach town approached in a different manner
Martinsburg Martinsburg –– Overlay DistrictOverlay District
Lowville & Harrisburg Lowville & Harrisburg –– Amended their law to Amended their law to 
allow allow ““wind power generating facilitieswind power generating facilities””
within agricultural and rural residential within agricultural and rural residential 
districtsdistricts
Zoning regulations available on Zoning regulations available on 
www.tughillcouncil.comwww.tughillcouncil.com/Martinsburg/Martinsburg





SEQR ProcessSEQR Process

Coordinated reviewCoordinated review
Martinsburg lead agency on behalf of the three Martinsburg lead agency on behalf of the three 
townstowns
Final determination Final determination –– Positive DeclarationPositive Declaration
Full Environmental Impact StatementFull Environmental Impact Statement





Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT)Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT)

How was the PILOT negotiated?How was the PILOT negotiated?
Who was involved?  Who was involved?  

County Planning Department, County Attorney, County Planning Department, County Attorney, 
School Boards, Town Supervisors, County Real School Boards, Town Supervisors, County Real 
Property Tax Services, Empire State Development, Property Tax Services, Empire State Development, 
County Legislative ChairCounty Legislative Chair





Economic Development ZonesEconomic Development Zones

EDZ rules allowed for allotment of zones EDZ rules allowed for allotment of zones 
around each individual turbinearound each individual turbine
Allowed developer to offer a more Allowed developer to offer a more 
comprehensive PILOT package to the taxing comprehensive PILOT package to the taxing 
authorities authorities –– school districts, towns, and school districts, towns, and 
countycounty
Changes in EDZ rules do not currently allow Changes in EDZ rules do not currently allow 
for a similar distribution of zone acreage for a similar distribution of zone acreage 





Assessment ImplicationsAssessment Implications

BudgetBudget
AssessmentsAssessments
Tax RateTax Rate



Local Reaction PostLocal Reaction Post--ConstructionConstruction

Visuals?Visuals?
Electronic devices Electronic devices –– impacts?impacts?
Noise?Noise?
What happens to the turbines when they are no What happens to the turbines when they are no 
longer viable?longer viable?
Bird and bat impacts?Bird and bat impacts?



Roads AgreementRoads Agreement
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