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| TOWN OF LEWIS SURVEY

In the summer of 1980, the Lewis‘?lanning Board distributed an attitude

survaey to the residents of the town.

‘There were 86 surveys returned.

Most

of the respondents hed lived in the town for more than five yeavs, and cwned
their own home. The results of the survey ars aa follcws'
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
PRESERVE BGRICULTURE FOR ITS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL VALUE

Dairy farming and logging operations support forty to Fifty familes in the
town. This iz important as a primary income for these Families as well

as providing supplemental incomes for others. This agricultural activity
also insures low density development as well as preserving the rural nature
of the towns. The town should encourage the continuvation of the agricultural
district. Taxation policies should be monitored to determine their effects
on agriculture and forest lands. '

ENCOURAGE LOCAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES -

The town should encourage the expansion of the dairy and forest products
industries a3 primary local employment sources. Other important employers
are the school and the. town highway department. The town should also
encourage hew commercial establishments.,

MAINTAIN ADEQUATE AND SAFE TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

Route 26 im in need of improvement, Shoulders need widening, line-of-
sight improvements are needed, and some bridge work is needed.

MAINTAIN ADEQUATE COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

4 solution to the current solid waste problam is needed. Town needs a
library, and a recreational field wikth tennis courts. Town should encourage
bower production from water resources, and investigate the feasibility of
converting Boyd Dam for power production. New hydro-sites should aiso be
lnvestigated. The town shouid explore new metheods of supporting emergency
services such as fire protection and ambulance service. 3

MAINTAIN A HIGH QUALITY ENVIRONMENT AND UNIQUE FEATURES.
Town must.maintain the water guality in the hamlet by preventing high density
development. Septie requlations should be considered. “Town should insure

proper forest management through sustained yield and multiple uses of the
- forest. Special and unique buildings and historical mites should be

maintained and protected, Stream guality should be protected te ensure
fighing opportunities. Means of controlling soil erosion should be explored.

~New development should be-carried out with an awareness of the water level

fluctuations of Pish Creek and Point Rock Creel.,
ENCOﬁRAGE ORDERLY AND EFFICIENT HUMAN SETULEMENT PR&TERNS

Town should encourage low density development along existing highways, and
insure that the hamlet area does not become overly developed.



NATURAL FEATURES
S0ILS

Understanding the sofl of a given area 1s invaluable for creat1ng'a plan
of de#e?opment and managemenf. Since soils influence natural vegetation, agri-
cu?tureﬂ.fhe buiiding of homes and septic systeﬁs, and so forth, we must esseatially

start "From the ground ﬁp" in our pilanningl

| Soils afé classified according to threé properties: drainage, particie
size, and permeébi?ity-te air and water. In the Town of Lewis, much of the soi!
'1sxmaderate?y to wetll drainad._ t is composed of material deposited by glaciers

and the disintegrated sandstone bedrock,

The sTope of the land s an important‘Féctor in determining suitabiiity for “
agrfcu?ture, septié tanks, and other uses. Land with a slope of 0-8% has a "high
potential® for deveiapmenta that 1s, this level Tand 1s easily u1nweda‘faciiitates_
transportation, and discourages erosion, S1opes of B-15% represent areas with |
"moderats pnténtiai" for deve1bpment. Land in this categoky may have Tmitation: -
for septic systems, coﬁétéuctidn and agriculture. Areas with a slope greater thon
15% are c1ass{fie§ as "Tow pufentiai" Tands, They are generally not suitable far
deveigpment-bécause the Séé? erodes easily, plowing {s made difficult by the Stﬂéﬁ-

grade, proper'1each€n§ may not occur, énd éofforth.

Suitability for Agricuiture

Adﬁitinna? factors when ana?yziﬁg soils for agricultural use are acidity gnd«
atkalinity, depth to bedrcpk; moisture content, and ab11ity-£q supply minerals to |
plants, The soil is rated as “unsuitab?e,“ "suitable," or ?pﬁime“ sai1 for

agriculture.



ih the‘ann of Lewis, most of the soil which s considered prime for agri-
cu?iure Ties in the flood plain of the Salmon River, the East Branch of Fish
Creek, the East Branch of Mohawk River, and in strips oriented north to south
across the town. Soil which is classified as suitable is concentrated in the
western and central sections of Lewis, Much of the soil which 1s unsuitable for
agriculture, located partially in the western part of the town and 1n-small
patches throughout the eastern part, has been 1imited by moisture contant (e.g.
peat and mu;k}fdr e%cessive slope (grzater than 15%). 1t should be kept in mind
that sell suitaﬁiiity, hcwever, is just one of the factors uséd for determining

whether or not the land is good for Tarming.

Suitability for Septic Systems

The s6il 1in Lewisis primariiy unsuited for septic systems. Although the
upper 1ayer of soil is well drained, calejum carbonate “havd_pans“ below the
surface inhibit construction of leaching f4elds and proper drainage. A relatively
high slope, combined with this %actar, may make an area aven less suitab?e.fnf
septic systems. The eastern portion of this towﬁ'is most drﬁmat%cal?y affected

in this way.

The area which is 'suited for septic sysiems stretches from north to south
in the center of Lewis, bordered by Route 26 to the east and the East Branch a%_

Fish Creek to the west.

Several options which may serve fo improve fhi; area's sultability for septic
systems include soil conditioning, a change in the site =zelection for the systen,
and expans%onréf the leaching fields., In the last case, s6il suitability is
relative to the sfze of the system and its cost; the large lots available in

rural areas can usually accommodate an extensive system, but at a high cosi.

-4-



This section on soils is based on a study done by the U.S. Depariment of
%gricuiture,,5q€1 and Conservation Service. Complete results are published in

o1l Survey, Lew%s_anunty, New York, U.S. Government Printiné 0ffice, March, 1960.

WitiTe this siudy has produced usefui‘infﬁrmatiun, 1t 1s {mportant o remember that
b is only one study, and-1s not "site specific.“l.ﬂn1y tocatized percolation tests
can ultinately determine the suitability of a site. The_maps which we use giVe

& general over-view of the seils in Lewis.

HYDROLOGY B
Streams |
tredms and creeks are plentiful in the Town of Lewls. The area is
fcwéunatelehéugh to contain tributaries of four draiﬂage basins: -Oneida Lake,
Salmon River, Mohawk River and the Black River, Most of the running water is
very pure; it s used for ériﬁkiﬁga recreation, as hydro-power {(indirectly), or is

appreciatad for its aesthetic value.

. Presently, stream classification in Lewis is oriented towards "best use”
_aétentia?. Classification done By the Department of Environmental Conservation
water quality peopie ranges from "AA" to "D". . They measure odor and amount of
thermal discharge. It {s the differences in coliform, pH, dissolved oxygen, and
taxic matter that account %dr the differing ratings. A stream with the rating of
"AA" would have a h?gh:dfsseTvéd oxygen content, low toxic content, stc., and
could be used'far drinking water. A stream rated "%, reﬁresenting the lowest
standards, might be intarmittant or unchecked, chémiéa11y,‘and its useg would
he Tinited.

Streams are further classified és +o whether or not they support trout. "C"

streams, although they are sui{able for most uses except as a supply of drinking

water, may not contain trout. NCATI4 streams support trout; “C{TS)" designates
.



spawning streams, evidenced by trout fingerlings found thare.

Further information about stream-;1assif1catian may be found in Codes, Rules

and Regulations of the State of New York, Department of Environmental Conservation,

in the futureg par+ of the water system in Lewis may be given a un1que
designation because of 1ts rec?eatégnai and geo?ngic signi”icance, The East
Branch of Fish Creek is currentiy under a "EA" suudy by order of Congress, which .

may quaiify it as part of the National Wild & Scemic River Systém.

The river could then be p1ace§ under state, ?oca{_cr federal management, or =

combination of these. As of yet, this study is in the preiiminanyistages;f

Wetlands and F?nu@p?aéns 

- Lawis 1§ dotted with approximately 5;?00 acres of wetlands, éovefing Just
over 12% of the Towﬁ {green portion of mep). These areas are lowlands such as
swamps, marshes, bogs and Flats which éuppurt aquafie and semi-aguatic vegetation.
Neﬁand; provide numerous benef %s-‘i:a a region, namely, ficod and storm control .I
breeding, resting, and feeding grounds for wildiife, protection of subsurface watar
resources, provision for wate?SHFdsg recreation such as;fishiﬁg, hunting-and égatf:;, 1
and erosidn contrSi.

Moét of the wetlands in Lewis are concentrated near Broad, Mud ahd Beaver -

Meadow Creeks, thé East Fork of the Salmon R1Qev, Powlish Pond, and Point Rock Cresk,

| F}oodpiains are lands which may iood, on the average, once every hundred

| years, The Town of Lewis has five main f1opdp1a1né: The East Branch of Fish
Creek north and south of the reservoly, the Powlish Pond area, the East Branch of
the Salmon River, Point Rock Creek south of Fey M111 and the East Branch of the

Y -~



Mohawk River, north of Route 47. These areas are shown in dottaed blue on the = T .

Maps of fiuodp1ains are made by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development, Federal Insurance Administration. OFficial maps are kept at the

Tawn C?erk‘s offica. General information about water resources in the Town of

Lewis may be found in Resources of the Tug Hili Region, prepared by the State
~ Unlversity, College oqunvironménta1 Science and Foresiry, Syracuse, New York,

February, 1974.

In generaT wetiands and f1nodplains have a very low potentiai for development,
“due mainly to the possibiiity of f1oodinga However, care must st111 be taken to
orotect the areas which could be developed.

A recent threat to this natural resource s acid rain. Acid rain is
precipitation containing high quantities of pn1iutants which are produced in

the {ndustrial midwest and blown eastward.

Possib1e 1mpaéts of acid:pre§1p1tat1ﬂn have been documenied by many sources
and may be summarized as follows: |

- acidification of surface waters and the subsequent detrimenta’ effecrs on
‘virtuaITy a?? aquatic urganismsﬂ

- increased leaching of nutrients and taxig elements from terrestrial
ecosystems, ’ |

- decreased plant praduct‘ivﬂyﬂ

- increased s0i1 acidity and subsequent reduct1nn in bufrering capahiTity
of the soii,

- damdge to man-made structures from the weathering of concrete and increased
corrgsion of metal, and

- potential heaith effects on man.

~7-



The hydrd?ngy of Lewis could be dramatically changed by contamination of acid

rain,, run-off of wastes, obstruction of flood waters, and other interferences.

TREES: THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO THE SoIL
Harvesting trees is extreme1y important to the Town of Lewis. Landowners
sell rights to the timber, TGggers earn a 1iving by cuit 1n§ and hauTingg locat
miils buy and se?? Tumber aﬁd pulp, and proyide jobs. The trees are used not only
for fuel and 1ﬁhbefs but'for‘fence-postsg wdnd puip aﬁﬂ miségiianeoqs producté

as well, 2 S o f |

Trees rndeminatiﬁg in the forests of Lewis are northern hardweadsa sit ch asg
beech, birch and hard map?e and a small amount of softwoods such as fir, hem?ock
~ and spruce. Natura??y, it 1s 1mpnrtant for the peapie of the tuwn to know which
. spacias gvow in thelr farests. and the status of the stands. One method of
determining the trees in a region is to examfng_the soil. Soils differing in
chemical make-up and cunsiétenqy wi11 support different trees. .in‘tha Town. of
Lewis, five soil series are représentéé {see accompanying map and chart)., Each
type correspnnds to a certain set of trees. For examp‘les hard map?e and beech

may be found in the "colosse” sofl series, along Route 45,

) - ) | ) ¥ : . )
This method gives an extremely general idea of species disiribuiien and is,
therefore, not ideal. However, at present, specific {nformation is not available

_for most of theAforest areas in Lewis.

LAND USE AND NATURAL RESDURCE INVENTORY
There are over 41,000 acres of land in the Town of Lewis. Twe-thirﬁs of this
land is ferest and brushland. About one-sixth of the 1and ts currently being used
as'crapland and pasturs. A sma?1 poraian of the area is occupied by forest

plantations, a residential area, pubec areas and sand and gravel pits.
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TABLE 1

S0IL SERIES AND CORRESPONDING NATIVE TREES

Colosse Series:
Hard Maple
Beeach
Biack Cherry
{Hemlock — (occasionally)
(White Pine ~ {occcasionally)

Empeyville Series:

- Hard Maple
Beech :
Black Cherxy
Yellow Birch
White Pine
Spruce
Balgam Wir
Hemlock

'Westbury Series:
Red Maple
Elm
Red Spruce
- Balsam
Willow
Alder

Worth Series:

' Sugar Maple
Beech
White Pine
Hemlock

Hinckley Series:
Hard Maple
Beech
Black Cherry
White Rah
{Grey Bizch ~ in abandoned fielids}
{Pin Cherry ~ in abandoned fielda)
(White Cedar - in abandoned fields)



Land set aside for agricuiture in Lewis s, for the most part, being used for
that purpose. Less than 8% of the pastura and cropland is termed "{nactive,”

e.g. being left to return to brushiand and forest.

Information proéided by the Tand use and natural resﬁurces map must be
used only as a guideiine,_as 1t.was\cbtained in 1968, Csrné?T University conducted
an 1ﬁventbry for the Stétn 6f New York and used aeriaT'phétcs for data. Since that
,timsa the material has been updated through the use of windshie1d surveys, but some -

|.t1un may oe out of daie ur 1naccurate.

Cl

| Neverthe?ess; this map 15 very useful in ﬁisp?ayihg'areés of Lewis which

could be fuétﬁerrdevelaped;gr managed. If needed@ agrﬁdu1tur§1 land Eau1d be
expanded to the west and southwest to the extent that climate, soils and topography
permit. The nuriber of forest plantations could. be increased throughout the western
and - southern partians of thE'town; 'Decisiuns could be made régard#ng the large

tract of forest which currantly buffers*the wetiands at Pow?ish Pond and the ?and

- -te the narth of -this, regien.

Deveiupment {n the Town bf Lewis couid be discouraged where natural conditions
pose problems for _septic systems, foundationss construction nf roads, and so forth.
_ Planners may wish to isusurage new structures built on in;reque1t1y used Lowh
roads so as to ré&uce costs of roaé malntenance and plowing. -

1 . S ,

Th?-s%reaﬁs and wetlands of Lewls are an unquestionable asset. Maintaining

the high quality of both surface and ground water might be a top priority for those

who are planning the use of the natural resources in Lewis.

-



LAND USE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Forest, Forest Brushland
agricﬁlture
We#lands
Fozes;_?lantatian
Inactive Agriculture
Other:

Residential Area:

Gravel, Sand Pits
Public Lands

TABLE 2

Acreage

© 27,753

€,978
5,100
918

' B87

318

41,664

Parcent of Town Land

66.63
16.7%
12,28
2.23

1.4%
.55

. 100%



EXISPING LAND USE

The "existing land use" rafers to the'way the land 1is éurrently being
developed and used by man. Thié is an important planning conaideration
because of the gréat effects existing dévelopm;nt patterns have on the futurs
dévelcpmént trends of the‘town.A The exizting land use study includes an
analysias of the types and coﬂcentraticns of development and the extent of
gublic.an& s?acial iand uga'araas;~ Thin aqaiygia witl aid-fha nransss of
idantifying.the nature cf.fuﬁgré'develcpment and whare it is most 1ikely-t;;1

occur.

C—

Geﬁeral Situation
The Towuiof Lewis is croesed on its extreme gast endé by State Route 26
runninhg ndrth;scuth. The méjor node of conceﬁtréted development ié on the
rsouthern end of this road, this being theahaﬁlet of West Leyden. The other
major road, Coﬁnty-Rséd 4é rung from the hamlst along thEvéoutharn,particn
of the town in én'eastuwest direction. \It-is along thege two roads tha@ J

mogt of the town's deveélopment has ocourred. - S

Devalopment : ' ' | 7

Most of the town's housing is scattered along the town's road system
in a rather even distribution, with the exception of the hamlét area which’

contains one-third of the town's housing stock. Most of the abéndoned houses

are in the north-central part of town.

The western half of the town is relatively undeveloped with the exception

of the County Road 46 area.  Along thim stretch'of road ars most of the town's

camps and several lumber mills.



Mobilg homes #re scattered throughout the ares with no concentrations.
There iz only one in the West Leyden hamlet area.

Nearly all the commercial actlvity 1iesrin'tha hamlet area with only a
'couplé egtablishments in the more western part of town. These commercial
entablishimentes a}a primarily for local customers. There ara aixABaw mills‘in

the town, one locatsd in the hamlet.

gpacial Lands

| About 8% of ths town iz public or gussi-public lands. This is mostly
New York State wild fggést and refdrgstatiﬁn lpnds. The City of Rome also
holds a significant parcel of 1§nd in tha_éouth—central part of town, which

is the site of the city rapervolr:’ The remainder of the pRrosls are very

small.

The Town of Lewis i also covered by two agricultural districts. éistrict
#3, which extends from the northern end of the Town of Turin to the southerni
end of the Town of Lewig, covers about two-thirds of the eastern end of the
town. District #2, which is primazily in the Town of lLeyden, has a very small

parcal in the Goiden Road ares, which extends into thé'wan of Lewis.

BolreRE

Information oh cgrrent devélppment haé haen-deriVEd from a yindshield
survey" condugted in 1977 and updated in 1980. |

Enformatién cn.séacial lands hgs been abtained:from'the.bewis Cdunty

Depariment of Real Property Tamatilon.

- N



TABLE 3

Exipting Land Use

Homas -~ 186
Mcbile Homes - 3z
. Camps - 66

" Bbandoned Homes

1
Iva]

. In Homliek Area

Pavern
Gas Htatiocn
, Plre Station
?I_-E e L_ _‘1:'";—
Apzriments
Trading Pomt
; School end Bus Garage
- 2 Groceps
 Hotel/Tavern
Saw Mill
Auto Repair
Insurance

Town Earn
Diner

' Accountant

TABLE 4

©Bpeeial Lends:

Owner Acres

N.¥. Reforested’ 7 1804.0
#,¥. Wild Porest 894.0
Clty of Rome Heservolr 753.8
Towm of Lewis - 10.5
Adirondack Central Sahcol 5.5
Tireman's Pleld 3.7
¥. Levden Cemetary 3.1
Church of the Nativity L 3.7
Catholic Church 2.0
Raformad Church 1.8

Total . 3482.2



) ~ CIRCULATION ANALYSIS

Town road systems are major planning considerations. Maintenance of
the road system is ohe of the major expenditures of local govermment. It
is important to consider the ways in which‘road maintenance can be mini-
mized, It is also important to consider the ways that the road system
can be used as a tool for creating more éfficient land use patterns.

Road maintenance céﬂ-be minimized by encouraging development to con-
centrate 4n areas that are easily accessibie, where roads are already in
good condition, and where additional Ser91ces such as snow plowing are
a?reédy done. If new development s concentrated where the road system
ts already adequate, the taxpayer will not be burdeneé-with improving
or re-opening new road siretches in less accessible areas of the town.
Opening up 1e$s accessible areas of the town for more intensive develop-
ment not only increases demands for more voad maintenanc93 but may alsc
create greater demands for police aﬁd fire protection, school bussing,
and other sérvices. | |

_ Roads should ba viewed as the "skeleton" of the town upon which
af? other services are attached.r This skeleton must be well pianned
based upon cnncentratingaﬁew demands for services so as to minimize the
tax burden of supplying these services. |

The requirements of a treffic circulation system are based upon the
traffic generating characteriztics of land use within a community and
the needs of through traffic. The pattern of the road sysfem shotild,
therefore, function to accowodate both of these elements.

The voad pattern should work as a system. A y911~function1ng road
systeﬁ‘ﬁi11 permit traffic £o move zasily and safely ?rum'cammunity to |

community, betwsen various sections of the community and provide access



to abutting properties. Each voad should be designed to accommodate the
expected traffic volume and to carry out certain functions. As a basis
- for design standards, roads can be classified into three functional groups-

major roads, collector roads, and Tocal roads.

Major Hoads

The pr{mary funcitbn of major roads {5 to carry reTat1vé1y 1érge
volumes of traffic from one community to another. A sacondary funciion.
of major roads is to collect traffic frph'co1Tector-roads and distribute
1t betwesn various secticns[éf-the ésmmgnitg, Maior roads also provide
somé degree of abcess-to abuttingupropgrty:_'Genera11yg roads of this type
" are state and county ruads

Major roads require sufficient width to permit free muvement of traffi:
with m1n1mum conflicts at re1at1ve1y high speeds. Access to 1nd1v1dua1
pfcperﬁ{es should be contra??edita bravent 1ﬁterferenceiwith-mov1ng traffic
through sucﬁ devices'as adequate set backs, the provisions of off-street |

parking faciiities and proper’ design.

ngur ﬁoads in Lewls County are: , ;
State Route 26 - prov1d1ng through routes to Constableville in the
norbh and Ava and the Rome area to the south
State Route 294 --providing accass to Boonville. .

County Road 46 - prov1ding access west to Usceola and the Tug Hi11 .

foresﬁ area.

Ca11ecLor Roads

The primary purpose of co??ector roads 1s to carry tocal traffic tu
and from major roads and to provide internal circulation between various

sections of the community. A secondary purpose is to provide direct access



to abutting properties, Collector roads are generally county and town
roads. They should have sufficient width to provide two lanes of moving
tratfic, |

The main -collector roads are: County Road 47 - coliecting traffic
from the Hﬁgh‘Market and northern Lewis areas.

County Road 54 - collecting traffic between West Leyden and Boon-
v%13e. - |
" “Mud Lake Road - collecting traffic from the central Lewis area.

Local Roads

—ile

& = ==sad 2 e L -] -
5 t5 orovide direct access o

(]
]

abutting propertiés. They also provide 1nternai moﬁement'within resi-
dent.a1 neighborhoods and other areas within the community. Local roads
are generally town roads. They shcu1d be designed to discourage high
spaed traffic. ‘

A1l vemaining roads 1n Lewis are used pr%mari]y to provide access to

abutting properities and are therefore classitied as local roads.

Jurisdictions :
oiNER WILAGE PERCENT OF TOTAL
State | R K7 A 651
County : 19.43 32.0%
Town. , . 37.38 61.5%
Total ' ' 60.79 100.0%

Information on . roads has been obtained from U.S. Geological Survey
4Map= . Information on road conditions and characteristics is available

from the New vork State Nepartment of Transportation. A breakdown of the

jurisdictional responsibilities for voads is in the Annual Report - Lewis

County Highway Department.
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POPULATION AND SO0CIO-ECONOMICS

Population

The study of population is important for long-ranga community plannineg.
~ Population trends and the composlition of the populatlion base is important
for determining future growth, and the need for community services, facili-

tles, capits! needs, and when these Improvements w!ll become necessary.

Population Projections

Population prcjectioné have been fcfécast;by the New York State Eco-
nomic Development Board and the 8lack River-St. Lawrence Regionai Planning
Board. Thesé flgures are based upon an anaiyéls of past ;rands of the town's
share of the ;nuntv'pbpuiatian. 'jhése H;ve_beeﬁ a}tered Qhere appropriate
to take'inté consideration shifts In devefopment,patterné and‘land_capaclty.

There Is an Important point to be cansiaeredrbeforg accepting thesé‘

) thures'at face ya!ue. .?hen-cansidering population divislons as smallvas
towns, it should be noted that even small changes In the town's sconomic
piaturempan hav;V!arge impacts ob town population. A new commarciai,deVElap“
“ment or tndustrial site in or withln commuting distance~of:the towh can
result In a néw subdivision or apartment complex, cr-s%mplf in sgverai new
scattefed resldences. Such an occurkence can have signiFflcant g;owéh impact .
above and beyond the forecast. Likewlse, thé mévlng ar closing of a farge
emp Toyment caﬁter can have theuopposite Impact - resulting In an absolute |
3eclina in population. Such events are {impossible to predict and tEerefurey
cannot be accuraté1y incorporated tﬁfo the projections.

The projections are Intended to Indicate popu!atinn,;hanges“barrlng

major shifts in the economic structure of the reglon. |t should be nated



that these projezctions were based on the 1970 census and the census tc be
conductad fn 1980 will either contradict or conflirm the assumptions made
by the Econcmlc Development Board and the Regional Planning Board. This

Information will probably be avallabie In 1981.

Population Analysis

The Town of Lewis has jost population betwsen 1920 and 1940, but
has experlenced a great Increase a;ter 1940. Thls increase has slacked
éff through thE\SOS and 60s. It is.estimated that there has been a 5%
growth rate throudh the 70s. This rate |s expscte Lo drop through the

80s and 90s. It [s expected that an additional 30 residents WI11 inhab1t

the town by 2005,

. Age
About one-third the Inhabltants are under 16, and about 7% are over
65. This lesves about 60% of the poputation In the primary wage earning

catedory. i

Occupatlions

The largest single occupational cétegory is Ycraftsmen, foremen, and
eperatiQE, axeept transport' which includes Ley df.the labor force. About
20% of the labgr fof:e are categorized as "professional, technical, managors
and administrators.! Only about 12% are directly employed In.farm work.
Commuter data indlcates that about cne-half the work related trips are to
areas_nutsfde the country. Most of these are probably to Oneida Cauhty.fn

the Boonvilie Ares.

income

The Tncomes of Famiiles tend to be grouped around the middie incomes



in 1970 do?iafﬁ, with no Incomes reported over $25,000.

Educatlon

The town 1s composed primarily of people with alementary and secundary
educatlons. There are & few Indlviduals {zbout -15%) which have gone on to
higher education.
Sumﬁar

!

The Town of Lewls 1s characterized as a stable agricultural communlty,

or from seeking empioymgnt:outslde the town, most 1ikely in the Boonville
and Utlca-Rome area. _ _ . Lo
Population is expectad to Incresse silghtly in the next twenty=five /

‘years. Unless unexpected new employment upburtunit!es arfse in the town

or surrounding areas, a continuing trend of stabliity can be forecast.

Sources

Soclo-Ecoromic statistics are from the 1870 Census of Population, con-

ducted by the U.S. Depariment of Commerce - Bureau of the Census.

Populatlon projections are form the Black Rtver~ét; Lawrehce Reglonal

Planning Board, QEst!mate of Hinor Civii Dlivision Population: 1975-2005".

% g

Most of the residents derive thelr incomes from aariculiyre, Forsst resolrer



TABLE 5

POPULATION DATA

‘Past Trends Future Projections

1820 ~ 733 1980 ~ 6B2

1925 ~ 72§ 1985 - 692

1830 ~ &77 1930 - 700

1940 - 413 1995 - 707

1950 — 584 za00 - 711

1960 - -HB7 . 2805 — 713

1970 ~ 649

1875 ~ 668

TABLE 8
POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX
Ace Male Famale Percent
0-4 20 33 11
5-15 &8 58 21
16-24 63 33 -16
25~34 32 27 10
35-44 i6 k) 14
45-54 22 26 g
5564 39 24 iz
a5+ 18 23 7
Total 318 2ab 10
Grant Total 584
TABLE 7
OCCUPATION

tion 16 years old and over by Gctqpation

Count of Emploved Popula

Professional, Technical, Managers'and Administrators

Sales, Clerical and Kindred Workers

. Craftsmen, Forement and Operatives, Except Transport

Pransport Equipment Operatives
Laborers, Except farm

Farmers, Farm Managers, Farm Laborers anrd Farm Foremen
Service Workers lncluding Private

Total

Houseshold Workers

Number

41
13
20
14
0
24
20
202

Paycee. i
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TABLE 8 _
~FAMILY INCOME

. Number © Percent

g g - 2899 14 .. 8
3000 - 4899 23 15
50608 - 993 Coay 16
7000 - 9848 .o 29 1s
10000 - 14949s 58- : 38
15000 -~ 24999 4 ‘ 3
25340 & over o N W
Total Paniles 153 100

Average Family Income.- 8294

TABLE &
: EDUCATION

Pbpulation 25 Years 0ld and Over by
Years of School completed and Sex

" Male Female ‘rotal Percent
0-8 Years : 40 33 73 24
i-4 ¥rg H.S. 104 80 184 61
1-3 ¥rs College 7 i 23 8
4 + ¥rs Colleys 6 iy - 23 7

-25.-' I.



TABLE 10

TOWN OF LEWIS LAND USE POLICY

DISCOURRGED ACTIVITII

_.-HD USE CATHGORY

Casource Management:

Agriculture

Hamlet

ENCOURAGED ACTIVITIES

Public recreation; mining,
foregtry, agriculture, rural
residentinl dwellings along
axisting maintailhed roads,
and geasonal camba.

Agriculture, forestry, rural
reaidential dwellings along
existing maintained roads

and commercial or industrial

Ty Y wviien s ol of B 4] - e
devslopment compatible with

egriculture,

Any development not requiring

minlcipal water and sewer

construction.

-726-

All off-road devalopme: |
reguiring municipal
support servics.

Commercial end industrial
aotivities which iInterfz:o
with agriculturs or sre
incompatible with rural
fesidential character.

Devalopment leading to
the need for water and
gewar construction.



TOWN OF LEWIS LAND USE POLICY

The Town of Lewls has three digtinct land use types which zeéuire separate
treatment whén consideriﬁg land use policy. (See Map 4.) These areas have been
called Resource Managesment, Agricuitufe,-énd Hamlat. The fcilowing iz a descrip~
tion of each area ;nd the ian& use policy recommendatieon for it.

Resuurma‘Managamant -« Thaege lands are the heavily fcrested lands of the west-

ern half of the Town. Alao incluﬁed are many forasted and wetland areas scattersd

throughout the eastern part of the Town. _'

the Osceala Road (Btate Rnuta 46}, Kotary Rnaé, and.parta of Gucdhines and Swancott
Mill Raad;. Bwisting devalopmant ia limited to ruzal dwe*lzngs, seasonal camps and
hbnting clubg, and some lumbes mills.

Recommendation: It im recommended that development in thsse'araas be limited
to theircad fzontage'wh?ch i currently being maintaineé by tgg Towri. The intent
ia to diacauragé tﬁe'opening‘up 0f new aréas of the Tcﬁn ta‘residéntial, commercial,
or induétfial land wses which will étréin the existing capaciﬁy of iocal govearnment
s sup?ly school bussing, police and £irs prﬁtectién, road maintenance, and snew
nlowing. The fown, however, wiahes to encduraga road front developmént on existing
maintained roaés,,ana encourzge land use écfivities‘(guchjas hunting clubs, mining,
and logging operations) which.will add to the tax basa and/or employment opp?rtunjt%:
mf the Town, aa long ag thias will not buzden existﬂra service aellnerv._

Adripultura - These lands are the active agricultural aregas in the eastern
part of Town, and thage inactive agricultural'araas or brushiands which have a il
potential for agricultural development. These lands are all easily accessible by
road. ﬁxiatihg develcpment.includas rura; residential dwellings, =ome seasonal

‘camps, and some igoclated lumber mill and commercial operations.

-27-



Recommendation: 1£ is recommended that these areas he strongly encouraged
for agricultural uses. It ia alse vecommendsd that residential, commerclal, and
industrial development which is compatible with agricultural acgivitiea be encouves.
along existing maintainedlzaads. The cbiective is to provide areas for develop-
méhtal expansion which will not inﬁerfera with the important agricultural aconomy
of the own.

Hamlet - These are the lands in the West Layden area., They include all Liah
density davélupment along Staﬁe-Rnutes 26 and 294, County Roads 47 and 46, and +i -
"~ Rmmon Read in £he héﬁlet. i

Thiz area ia,chéﬁacterizeﬁ‘by high density res%ﬁeﬁtial and commercial déveloﬁw
ment and some community facilities much as a school, fiée'étatian, poat office,
and chﬁrnhas. There are no sunicipal water supply or sewerage systems. Davelop-
ment densities are reachiﬁg the thxeéhold whers munleidpal water and seﬁerage will
be essential to maintain adequate health standards.

ﬁaccmmandatiun: It is_rgccmmenaed that new developme?t ba discau:égad in the
hamlet area if it will further contribute to the burden of éhe ;zaa in providing fm
a clean water supply and sewage disposal needs. The apjective-is'ts éiapeﬁse
devélopmant throughout the Town in areas ocutside the aesignaéea hamiet aréa. This
will ﬁeip to forestall or prevent the need for mahing éxpenaive improvements in Lo

hamlet area relating to water supply and sewage disposal.

~28-
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